Wilbraham United Church

A Congregation of the United Church of Christ
and the United Methodist Church

500 Main Street

Wilbraham MA 01095

' ' Phone: (413)596-2511
Wfﬁ/’ﬂéﬂm WM www.wilbrahamunitedchurch.org

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” i R
Facebook.com/WilbrahamUnitedChurch

January 18, 2026 2"! Sunday After Epiphany 10:00AM

We ask that everyone wear nametags so that we can be welcoming to all. There are listening
devices available for those that may need them. An usher will be happy to assist you. Following
the service, everyone is invited to our time of refreshments and friendship in our Fellowship
Hall. Please make a left out of our sanctuary, down the hall, and up the stairs. If you are unable
to use the stairs, an elevator is available.

*All who are able to stand, may do so.

UMH — The “red” United Methodist Hymnal
TFWS — The “small black™ book Faith We Sing Hymnal

GATHERING MUSIC
Piano: Pat-a-Pan arr. L. Larson
Bells: O Come, All Ye Faithful arr. K. McChesney

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

WELCOME Rev. Janet
*GATHERING HYMN # 133(UMH) Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
CALL TO WORSHIP Tim Timpson

Liturgist: Let us Come before the Lord with gladness and offer up our thanks and praise. Let us
be open to receiving all the goodness that God has to offer, so that we may grow in the Spirit
and know that we belong to the One who offers life in abundance.

People: We rejoice in our gathering place, where we seek to build a faith that is mighty
and good. With joy and with gratitude, we join together to worship. Thanks be to God



UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Holy God, We know that you crafted the whole of creation and brought us into being, yet
what you are and what you do is beyond our understanding. We are awed by the
knowledge of you and we seek to know you better. Help us in our quest to love and know
you. Come to us we pray, be with us, and help us to grow in our knowledge of you. We
gather this day hoping that in our desire to know you, we will know you all the more.
Amen

*SONG OF PRAISE #2016 (TFWS)
God, we love you, we worship and adore you, glorify your name in all the earth.

Glorify your name, glorify your name, glorify your name in all the earth.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49: 1-7
Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away!

The Lord called me before I was born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He
made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a
polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.

And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely
my cause is with the Lord and my reward with my God.”

And now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to
him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, and my
God has become my strength— he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to
the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”



NEW TESTAMENT READING I Corinthians 1: 1-9
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that 1s in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of
every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are
not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sung Response
Breath of God, Breath of Peace, Breath of love, Breath of life,
Breath of justice, Breath of passion,
Breath creating, Breath of healing, Breath of singing, Breath of praying,
Come upon us, come restore us, come inspire us, Breath of God.

GOSPEL READING John 1: 29-42

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Isracl.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but
the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Chosen One.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk
by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are



you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).
He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are
to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

One: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God!
SERMON The One Rev. Janet
*HYMN #2130(TFWS) verses 1-4 The Summons

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
Invitation to Give

Offertory A Celtic Silent Night arr. P. Tierney
Chancel Choir and Praise Band

*Doxology #254 (UMH)

Star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light

*Prayer of Dedication

*PARTING HYMN #378 (UMH) verses 1-4 Amazing Grace

*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 251 Refrain (UMH)

Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills, and ev'rywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH
Organ: Toccata on “Amazing Grace” arr. J.C. Pardini

Welcome Visitors! Is this your first visit to United Church? If you wish to be contacted by a
member of the church or our pastor, please leave your contact information with one of the
ushers or place a visitor card in the collection plate.



MINISTERING TO YOU TODAY _';_ @ % 0 %
Pastor: Rev. Janet Sandquist-Skagerlind %d
Music Director: Roberta Morkin W

Technical: Deb Trimble W W

UShel’S: Matt Capen, S'[GVCI’I MattOCkS “I am the vine, you are the branches.”
Liturgist: Tim Timpson
Greeters: Judy Marek

Rev. Janet Sandquist- Skagerlind: Pastor (pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x 103
Bobbie Morkin: Music Director (musicdirector@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x106
Deb Trimble: Administrator (admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x100

David Wapner: Sexton (wucbuilding@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x107

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact Rev. Janet or the Church Office.
After office hours, Rev. Janet can be reached at (978)350-3463.

Please Pray For:

Catherine Gardner
Connie Law
Sharon McAbee
Shey McAbee
Michelle McBride
Bill McCullough
Claire McCullough
Ed
Jim Trimble
The Hungry
The Homeless

The victims of violence and their families
Our troops, our country and our world

“News for the Pews” for the Week of January 18. 2026

Altar Flower sign-ups are still available for many Sundays in 2026. Please consider dedicating
the flowers to a loved one on a special Sunday. Flowers are $35.

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Narthex.
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SATURDAY JANUARY 31, 2026 5-7 PM

SHAKER BOWL, EAST LONGMEADOW
$10 per person - Lanes of 6

(includes bowling, shoes,

Email RSVP's by noon Jan. 25 or email questions to
discipleship@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org
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Journey to the Past

Saturday February 28, 2026
4PM
Wilbraham United Church
500 Main St Wilbraham MA

recommended donation $20
to benefit the Wilbraham United Players

Wilbraham United Church presents our annual

Mother-Son Dance
a )

Fa)

Saturday February 7, 2026

Fellowship Hall at Wilbraham United Church
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
$25 per couple and $10 each additional guest

All Sons and Moms (or those who are like a mom to you) are welcome!

¢ Professional DJ
* Professional Photo Booth (Photo included)
* Refreshments

To purchase tickets, please scan the QR Code here

or visit
www.wilbrahamunitedchurch.org/

Tickets are limited, so please purchase early to avoid
missing out!

Please email discipleship@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org with any questions.

A Wilbraham United Plagers Production

" THE COMPLETE WORKS OF
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
(ABRIDGED) (REVISED) ( AGAIN)

the hilarious comedy originated
by Adam Long, Daniel Singer, and Jess Winficld

March 20-29, 2026

The Stage at Fellowship Hall

Wilbraham United Church
500 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA
Tickets available at
www.wilbrahamunitedplayers.org/buy-tickets \

Originally produced by Reduced Shakespeare Company
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= Turn game day into a win for o/ounit‘y.’ =

We are collecting cans of soup and more to help stock the
Community Survival Center & our Blessing Box.

*Pull-Tab Cans Preferred*

REMINDER

JANUARY 19

TRUSTEES

- 6:30 PM

CHURCH COUNCIL - 7:00 PM




This Week at Wilbraham United Church

Sunday, January 18, 2026
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (FH)
12:30 p.m. — WUP (FH)

5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)
Monday, January 19, 2026
Church Office CLOSED
6:30 p.m. — Trustees (ZR)

7:00 p.m. — Church Council (FH)
Tuesday, January 20, 2026
Church Office 8:30 — 1:30
8:30 a.m. — Men’s Breakfast Group
11:30 a.m. — Women’s Fellowship (at
Pafumi’s)

2:00 p.m. — Bible Study (ZR)
4:00 p.m. — Fellowship Comm
Wednesday, January 21, 2026
Church Office 8:30 — 1:30
11:00 a.m. — Staff Meeting
1:00 p.m. -Called to Care (Lib)
6:30 p.m. — Boy Scouts (TS, SS Rms)

Thursday, January 22, 2026
Church Office 8:30 — 1:30
6:30 p.m. — Al Anon (YR)

7:00 p.m.— WUP (FH)

7:00 p.m. — Bell Choir (Sanc)
8:00 p.m. — Chancel Choir (Sanc)
Friday, January 23, 2026
Church Office closed
7:00 p.m.— WUP (FH)
Saturday, January 24, 2026
Church Office closed
9:00 a.m. — WUP (FH)
Sunday, January 25, 2026
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (FH)
12:30 p.m. — WUP (FH)

5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)




