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“I am the vine, you are the branches.” i R
Facebook.com/WilbrahamUnitedChurch

December 7, 2025 2nd Sunday of Advent 10:00AM

We ask that everyone wear nametags so that we can be welcoming to all. There are listening
devices available for those that may need them. An usher will be happy to assist you. Following
the service in the Sanctuary after worship, everyone is invited to a time of Fellowship in the
Zeckhausen Room which is immediately across from the Sanctuary.

*All who are able to stand, may do so.

UMH — The “red” United Methodist Hymnal
TFWS — The “small black” book Faith We Sing Hymnal

GATHERING MUSIC
Piano: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. J.B. Taylor
Bells: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence arr. L. Larson

WELCOMING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

WELCOME

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH The Byers Family
Advent---PEACE

Reader: On this second Sunday in Advent, we light this candle to celebrate the coming of light
into the world. This is a special light, a holy light, a light that outshines all others, and with this
light we are made glad.

Reader: We rejoice in this light of peace, for Christ is called the “Prince of Peace” and indeed
Jesus gives us peace beyond measure.

UNISON PRAYER

Holy God, You have shown us the way to peace, and we ask that you help us to follow that
path. We pray that in this Advent season, we are reminded of the cost of turning our
backs on peaceful solutions and resolutions. When we act as if peace is not important and
should have no claim on us, the result is hatred, strife and terrible harm. Lead us away
from such things and let us embrace the love of Christ for all the world to see. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN #211 (UMH) vs. 1-4 O Come, O Come Emmanuel
CALL TO WORSHIP Ed McCorkindale

Liturgist: In this season of Advent, we wait with great anticipation for the coming of the One
who will be the Savior of the world. Our hope rests in the Lord, that we may have life and light
in abundance.

People: It is hard for us to wait on the Lord, but we know that with our patience mighty
things shall come. With our love and with our endurance, we will come to walk in the
light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Holy God, Your light shines in our lives and gives us hope that we do not walk alone, but
instead walk boldly with you. We know of your wonder, for you reveal yourself to us
through the words of Jesus, and we call ourselves blessed. Come to us we pray, that our
lives may be filled with all the joy of you. Amen

*SONG OF PRAISE #207 (UMH)
Prepare the way of the Lord, Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see the salvation of our God.
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERVICE FOR NEW MEMBERS —refer to insert

Received into membership this morning are:

Jennifer Gorman Todd Malvoso
Misty Malvoso Darwin Shonio
OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 3: 14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgments against you; he has turned away your
enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow
weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over
you with gladness; he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on
a day of festival.”



I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all
your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change
their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.

At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned
and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,
says the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 4: 4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sung Response # 204 (UMH)

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.

GOSPEL READING Luke 1: 39-45

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with
a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why
has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

One: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON Communion Meditation Rev. Janet
*HYMN #206(UMH) 1 Want to Walk as a Child of the Light



OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES

Invitation to Give

Offertory Advent Lullaby M. Burrows
Chancel Choir

*Doxology #221 (UMH) vs. 4

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what can I give him, give him my heart.

*Prayer of Dedication

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to Communion
Pastor: God be with you
People: And also with you
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to God
Pastor: Let us give thanks to God Most High
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise
Words of Remembrance
Distribution of Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

*PARTING HYMN #216 (UMH) Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
*FOLLOWING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

*BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE # 211 (UMH)
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

MUSIC FOR SENDING FORTH
Organ: Prepare the Way, O Zion arr. L. Smith

Welcome Visitors! Is this your first visit to United Church? If you wish to be contacted by a
member of the church or our pastor, please leave your contact information with one of the
ushers or place a visitor card in the collection plate. We invite you to join us in our time of
Fellowship after the service. Our ushers or a member of the ministry team will be happy to
accompany you and help you find your way!



The altar flowers this morning are given by Kathy & Tim Timpson in memory of loved ones.

MINISTERING TO YOU TODAY

Pastor: Rev. Janet Sandquist-Skagerlind
Music Director: Roberta Morkin
Technical: Deb Trimble

Ushers: Bill Lynch, Tom Toman
Liturgist: Ed McCorkindale

Greeters: Gennie Keddy

Communion: Nan Shepard, Sandy Harris

Wilbraham United Church Staff

Rev. Janet Sandquist- Skagerlind: Pastor (pastor@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x 103
Bobbie Morkin: Music Director (musicdirector@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x106
Deb Trimble: Administrator (admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x100

David Wapner: Sexton (wucbuilding@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org) (413)596-2511 x107

If you are in need of Pastoral Care, please contact Rev. Janet or the Church Olffice.
After office hours, Rev. Janet can be reached at (978)350-3463.

Please Pray For:

Catherine Gardner
Larry Harris
Connie Law

Sharon McAbee
Shey McAbee
Michelle McBride
Bill McCullough
Claire McCullough
Theresa Munn
Jim Trimble
The Hungry
The Homeless
The victims of violence and their families

Our troops, our country and our world



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: AFFIRMATIONS OF BAPTISM

Joining the church this morning are Jennifer Gorman, Misty and Todd Malvoso and Darwin
Shonio.

Invitation

Questions of the Candidates for Confirmation and Membership

Pastor: Jennifer, Misty, Todd and Darwin, do you desire to affirm your baptism into the faith
and family of Jesus Christ?

Candidate: I do.

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of evil and desire the freedom of new life in Christ?
Candidate: I do.

Pastor: Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?

Candidate: I do.

Pastor: Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciple, to follow in the way of our

Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and
word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?

Candidate: I promise with the help of God.

Pastor: Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow in the Christian faith and to
be a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ, celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering
Christ’s mission in all the world?

Candidate: I promise with the help of God.

Affirmation of Faith (Congregation and Candidates)

Pastor: Let us unite with the church in all times and places in confessing our faith in the triune
God.

Pastor: Do you believe in God?

People: I believe in God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord.

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of the Congregation

People: Almighty God, who in baptism received these your servants into the church,
increase in them the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Grant love for others, joy in serving you,

peace in disagreement, patience in suffering, kindness toward all people, goodness in evil
times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face of opposition, self-control in all



things. Thereby strengthen them for their ministry in the world, through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen

Address
Question about Participation

Pastor: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s people,
sharing regularly in the worship of God and enlisting in the work of this local church as it serves
the community and the world?

Candidates: I promise, with the help of God.
Welcome

Pastor: Let us, the members of Wilbraham United Church, express our welcome and affirm our
mutual ministry in Christ.

People: We promise you our continuing friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and
labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to
grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. Amen.

Renewal of Covenant

People: We Covenant with the Lord and with one another to walk together in God’s holy
ways. We will strive to be doers of the Word and not hearers only. This being our church,
we promise that, so far as we are able, we will attend its services of worship, observe its
sacraments, share its work, give for the support of its local activities and world-wide service,
and walk with one another in Christian faithfulness and love.

Greetings in Christian Love

Prayer



“News for the Pews” for the Week of December 7, 2025

It’s time to sign up to help with the church’s Holly Fair. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin
board in the main hallway. There’s all kinds of fun to be had at this busy church event!

* ook h. X
x X "k ©
CALLING ALL

COOKlE BAKERS! SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
Help spread the Christmas cheer, one H E L P W A N T E D !

cookie at a time and make this year's

R i e U]

Cookie Wulk unoiher success' We are in need of volunteers to help make this
fair a super success!
h Wh(lj "'l\\”}’one! ki b Volunteers are needed for:
What: Your specia Christmas cookies, bars Decorating, Cookie Walk, Bakers, Raffle,
and barks

Lug Nuts, Greeting, Furniture moving,

Where: Place in church freezer or kitchen Holly Cafe...

When: Anytime on Friday, December 12th

Contact Kim Ryan:

Contact: Chrissy Plumb WUChurchEvents@gmail.com
(Plumb1993echarter.net) 519-6335

Thank you for all your help!!! <= W%%\r\}%%\
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Wilbraham United Church Fellowship Hall 5pm to 7pm
Spaghetti Dinner
December 20th “"o%

Christmas
Karaoke &
Crafts
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'CHRISTMAS WISHLIST

Our church will be collecting presents
for two children in the CHD foster care
program as well as hats and gloves
for local organizations.

-
L

Please grab a hang tag from the
Angel Tree and return your unwrappe
gift by Dec 14.




Calling all Shepards, Angels, Wise Men and more! Wilbraham United Church is hosting our
annual Christmas Pageant during our worship service on December 21st at 10 am. If you
know someone who’d love to dress up and play a non-speaking role in our pageant, please sign
up. There will be some adorable farm animals joining the pageant as well!

Oh, and a friendly reminder that all participants are expected to attend our pageant rehearsal and
costume fitting after church on Sunday, December 14th.

More information about the pageant is found below. If you have any questions or want to sign
up for a specific role but won’t be able to make it to church on December 7th, please send an
email to discipleship@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2025 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 2025

DECEMBER 7 - SIGN UPS ON BULLETIN

WM W BOARD IN NARTHEX

MARY
JOSEPH DECEMBER 14 11:15AM-1PM -
GABRIEL MANDATORY REHEARSAL/COSTUME

ANGELS FITTING STARTING IN ZECKHAUSEN RM
SHEPHERDS *JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL STARTS IN
THREE WISE MEN SANCTUARY*
* *
ERERESAREENO S BEAKINGOROEES DECEMBER 21 - PAGEANT! PLEASE
KIDS AND ADULTS ARE WELCOME! ARRIVE NO LATER THAN 9:45AM

Shopping Card Special Order for Christmas — an order will be placed on December 15%.
Cards ordered through special order by December 14" will be available for pickup by
December 23", Order forms for Special orders are available at the Shopping Card table in the
Narthex. Please see Deb in the office with your special orders. If you have an order totaling
more than $800 we can place your order earlier, if needed.



This Week at Wilbraham United Church

Sunday, December 7, 2025
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (ZR)
11:15 a.m. — Junior Choir (CR)
2:30 p.m. — WUP Performance
5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)
Monday, December 8, 2025
Church Office 8:30 —1:30
10:00 a.m. -Piece Makers
7:00 p.m.— WUP (FH)
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
Church Office 8:30 —12:30
8:30 a.m. — Men’s Breakfast Group
2:00 p.m. — Bible Study (ZR)
4:00 p.m. — Fellowship Comm. (ZR)
6:30 p.m. — Search Committee (ZR)
Wednesday, December 10, 2025
Church Office 8:30 — 12:30
11:00 a.m. — Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m. - Scouts
7:15 p.m. — Praise Band (Sanc)

Thursday, December 11, 2025
Church Office 8:30 —12:30
6:30 p.m. — Al Anon (YR)

7:00 p.m. — Bell Choir (Sanc)

8:00 p.m. — Chancel Choir (Sanc)
Friday, December 12, 2025
Church Office closed
Holly Fair Setup
Saturday, December 13, 2025
Church Office closed
HOLLY FAIR
Sunday, December 14, 2025
10:00 a.m. —Worship
11:00 a.m. — Fellowship Time (FH)
11:15 a.m. — Junior Choir (Sanc)
11:15 a.m. — Pageant Rehearsal (ZR)

5:00 p.m. — Al-Anon (YR)




