
Winter is the season of recovery and preparation 

                                                                Paul Theroux 

Welcome to the New Year 2024 

Well, the Christmas festivities are over and we have enter a brand new year with brand new possibili-
ties.  There is no doubt that Christmas is wonderful, but we need to admit that a little recovery time is a good 
and necessary thing after all the busyness.  Moreover, we need to lay aside some time to reflect on the sea-
son, make new plans for the future, and pray…..  For me, those dark and chilly months present the best mo-
ments to seek out the voice of God in the sparsity and stillness of winter. 

Certainly, the New Year brings important resolutions, and the opportunity to make good and positive chang-
es.   We learn from our past triumphs and from our past mistakes.  The New Year brings with it a myriad of 
fresh ideas, simply because, well, it’s new.  And newness has the propensity to open the door to growth and 
renewal, forgiveness and grace.   Sometimes, in our life’s journey, we may feel as if we are not moving for-
ward fast enough.  In my humble opinion, as long as we stay connected to God, we are moving, and God 
will help us along.         continued on page 2 
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From the Pastor’s Desk (continued) 

In thinking about those winter months ahead of us, I am reminded of some words by the theologian, Henry 
Nouwen, who said: 

“It is important not to dwell on the small moments when you feel pulled away from your progress.  Try to 
return home, to the solid place within you, immediately.  Otherwise, these moments start a connection with 
similar moments, and together they become powerful enough to pull you away from the road. Try to remain 
alert to innocuous distractions.  It is easier to return to the road when you are on the shoulder than when you 
are pulled all the way into a nearby swamp.  In everything keep trusting that God is with you, that God has 
given you the companions on the journey.” 

The winter months do not have to be months of endurance, wishing our lives’ a way waiting for fairer, easier 
days to rejoice in.  The time ahead can be times of learning, improving, evolving, and building upon our rela-
tionship with our Creator.    

It can very well be done in the quiet, for that is the one of best times to hear Gods voice.  

New Year Blessings 

Rev Janet 

Greetings People of God, 
Now that our very busy season has passed, it is time for us to gather and engage in a time 
of discernment for the churches next chapter.  This will be an opportunity to reflect on 
where this church is moving towards and where it has come from.  Also, to discuss this 
church's strengths and its growing edges. Beginning January 21st, we will meet every Sun-
day, following worship in the Zeckhausen room.  You are cordially invited to attend these 
gatherings as often as you are able.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call 
or text 978-350-3463.  
Blessings 
Rev Janet  



Hello! from the Music Room 

 

 

While Robert Burns’ famous poem, Auld Lang Syne, was not originally set to music, many of us can sing at least a few words 
made famous by Guy Lombardo. Some of the language in the poem would seem a little strange today, but with the music add-
ed, it still has the power to evoke positive feelings at the beginning of the new year. Christmas music does the same thing. It 
allows us to savor God’s presence in our lives today as told in the stories from 2000 years ago. Truly, music both lifts and an-
chors us.  

 

So many volunteers kept the story of Christ’s birth alive through the music offerings this year. You brought voices, bells, 
chimes, guitars, drums, maracas, claves and trumpet with great spirit. Thanks to each one of you! I am blessed to have a role in 
this great congregation and look forward to the seasons ahead.  

 

Blessings as we enter 2024! 

Bobbie 

The Praise Band is in need of a guitarist. Rehearsals are flexible and we hope to play once a month for 
our church services.  If you are interested or know of someone who is interested, please contact Patti 
Colkos at tricia30@charter.net 

Our Choirs rehearse weekly and are always looking for new members! 

Bell Choir rehearses Thursdays at 7PM in the Sanctuary 

Chancel Choir rehearses Thursday at 8PM in the Choir Room 

Junior Choir rehearses Saturday morning at 10 a.m. in the Choir Room 

Anyone interested in joining please speak to Bobbie Morkin! 







The February Branchline Deadline is January 26th.  Please  

submit items of note to  

admin@wilbrahamunitedchurch.org 














