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| amthe vine, you are the branches. Laurie Milne, Branch-Line Editor (current issue)

Close Encounters: Can God be Found in a Snow Bank?

| bought a new snow blower afew weeks ago. Thelittle, single stage snow-thrower | ve had for the past 25
years has been faithful but last year it showed sig ns of getting too old to do itsjob. In addition, it never
had the power or ability to cut through the bank of snow that the snowplows deposit at the end of the drive-
way. So | bought myself anew, 2 stage snow blower. Itisnt very big, but neither ismy driveway. Before
| bought it | was praying for no snow. But now that | haveit all gassed up andready togo .l am be
ginning to look forward to ablizzard or two. Thisisaso the time of year when | began to wonder where
God goesin thewinter. Isit possibleto find God in this crazy climate. Well, of course we can! One of my
favorite hymns says:

All beautiful the march of days, as seasons come and go;
The hand that shaped the rose had wrought the crystal of the snow.
Hath sent the hoary frost of Heaven, the flowing waters sealed,
And laid a silent loveliness on hill and wood and field.

Oursisacreative and ever creating God, that fills the world with every manner of life, weather and beauty.
While there are times when all of us could feel that God creates just as many annoyances to bother us as
there are blessings, the truth is, even ice and snow are gifts from God. We are blessed with a God who is
faithful and loving in every season of our lives. We are showered continually with God s tender mercies. It
isup to usto find it, especially when we are shoveling slush or bracing ourselves against sub-zero wind
chills.

So, maybe the next time we are getting tired of shoveling God s blessings from our walk and driveway ,
let us remember these very wise and wonderful words of Frances W. Wile (1878 1939):

O thou from whose unfathomed law the year in beauty flows,
Thyself the vision passing by in crystal and in rose,
Day unto day doth utter speech, and night to night proclaim
In ever changing words of light, the wonder of thy name.

Hymn # 456 Pilgrim Hymnal

God s presence God s tender mercies God s grace are always with usin every season of our lives.
Whether we impatiently wait for the first snow storm of 2012 or patiently wait for the softer, greener
warmer days of Spring, may we never forget to look about and appreciate the wonders God provides, even
in the coldest, wettest, sloppiest days of winter.
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Sunday Service Schedule for February

Our Sunday mor ning wor ship beginsat 10:00
AM. Sunday School and Nursery Care are pro-
vided every Sunday morning. Hereisour Sun-
day Service Schedule for February:

February 5. 5" Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: Finding Your Second Wind
Scripture: Isaiah 40:21-31

* A Serviceof Holy Communion

February 12: 6" Sunday after Epiphany
Sermon: On Changingthe Icky
Scripture: 2Kings5:1-14

February 19: Transfiguration Sunday
Sermon: TheThree Enemies
of Change
Scripture: Mark 9:2-9

February 26: 1% Sunday of Lent
Sermon: To Hell and Back
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:18-22

**Please plan to join us on
Ash Wednesday, February 22,
for aSimple Soup Supper and Service,
observing the beginning of Lent.
Soup’son at 6:30!
Service beginsat 7:30!

Ash
’_y Wednesday

« <

Free Home
Repair
by the
Nomads of Hope

Whoweare:

Nomads of Hope isaministry partner of the First
Church of Monson. We create action oriented
service trips, domestically and internationaly.
Nomads' trips are open to youth and adults of all
faiths, focusing on building relationships and
encouraging the development of youth service
leaders.

This summer, during July 2 6, 2012 there will
be a 'Y outh Work Camp in our area, offering free
home repairs.

A large contingency of youth/adult workers will
be available to provide free home repairs to the
towns of Brimfield, Hampden, Holland,
Monson, Palmer, Wales, Ware, Wilbraham,
and Stafford, CT.

They will tackle projects such asinterior and
exterior painting, building or repairing

por ches, steps, wheelchair ramps and decks,
weatherizing, mobile home skirting, shed con-
struction and tornado/stor m clean up.

Applications are posted on WUC s bulletin
board near the lift, or may be found on-line at
http://nomadsof hope.com/
Monson_Work_Camp.html

Applications should bereceived by the
committee by the end of February, 2012 for
deter mination of eligibility, and for schedul-
ing thework crews.

.| happy to have you join us.

If you would like to join this unique ministry of the church, we would love to talk with
you. Anytimeyoucangive afew timesayear or full commitment, we would be
Please contact Heather Weinberg (774)314-0287
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SOUP & SERVICE ON FEBRUARY 22

Wednesday, February 22 isthe official beginning of Lent.
This year we are observing Ash Wednesday with a simple soup
supper and a quiet service of Holy Communion and prayer.

6:30 pm A Simple Soup and Bread Supper

7:30 pm - Ash Wednesday Service with Communion
Thisisatime to gather with friends, have a quiet evening of fel-
lowship and mark the beginning of Lent in a meaningful way.
Please join us.

OUTREACH IN FEBRUARY

Have you ever noticed those |oose envel opes stuck in the pews each Sunday and wonder why they are there?
Some might be there for a specia collection away to support an on going mission throughout the year or
leftover from a previous event. This year, Outreach has decided to make available a
universal giving envel ope.

One envelope with six different missions listed that you could donate to if you wish,

checking off the mission you support. The missions listed will be as follows

HOV\VY&#
hoLP

Open Pantry Organization that provides food for thosein pov erty in Western Massachusetts
Community Survival Center Food and household goods and clothing are availa ble here for

those in the Springfield area and surrounding communities
Parish Assistance WUC aid to those who have fallen on hard times a nd need help
Emergency Fuel Fund monetary support for those who need assistance w ith their heating costs
Habitat for Humanity Organization that hel ps those who need affordabl e housing
CRUDEM Private hospital which provides healthcare to th e people of Haiti,

the poorest country in the western hemisphere

These new envelopes will be available in the pews al year for you to pick your favorite
on going mission to support. Look for them!

TheWUC Thrift Shop closed out avery productive year in 2011. Thank you to all the volunteers whose
help we could not do without. Donations of $950.00 were givento Rick sPlace Wilbraham, Save Our
Kids Springfield, Safe Passage Northampton, Sec ond Chance Animal Shelter North Brookfield.

Please mention to your family, friends and co-workers that the Thrift Shop needs donationsto keep it go-
ing, making it possible to support wonderful causes.



The Wilbraham United Church Men s Group
meets monthly, usually the third Sunday, at 8 am
in the Fellowship Hall. Thereisaquick breakfast
through 8:20, and then a program, which ends at
about 9:20, in plenty of time to get you to the ser-
vice on time!!

February 19th is the date for the next meet-
ing. Please watch the bulletins for news
of our guest speaker.

Do you have an occupation or hobby that might be
of interest to the Men s Group? If so, and you are

willing to be a guest speaker, please contact Loren
Hill at 596-4463 or Tom Toman at 219-0010.

. %{'ﬁ z“"!
MEN'’S GROUP

Mondays, 9:30 am with Sarah
Tuesdays, 7:30 pm with Ellen
(Wed. am classes resume in May)
Fridays, 9:30 am with Sarah

Best wishes to the following Senior members
of our congregation who are celebrating

Natalie True February 2
Woodie Latour February 3
Jane Gebeau February 6
Fred Rothery February 24

THE CALLED TO CARE VISITORS

We would like to thank the many church mem-
bers who helped with our poinsettia delivery this
past Christmas Season.

Many thanks to the members who provided the
beautiful poinsettias for the altar and those who
arranged the plantsinto an unusually full and
lovely display. We are very grateful to Alan and
Pam Burch, Lorn Helgoe, Leslie and Cherie
Lohnes and Ed and Janet McCorkindale for vol-
unteering to help with the delivery.

Our thanksto our church staff who are always
so helpful in many ways and with specia thanks
to Laurie Milne who is involved with the flow-
ers from the very beginning when they are or-
dered.

The magjority of the flowers were taken to our
many members and friends who for severa rea-
sons are housebound and unable to attend church
services. The Survival Center was extremely
pleased to receive the remainder as they will be
given to people who are unable
to purchase beautiful flowers.

Happy New Y ear from
the Called to Care Visitors:

Judy Hoffman, Phyllis Walsh,
Margaret Bearse, Ruth Karlson,
Claire McCollough, Connie

Law, Jeannette Smith, Woodie Latour,
JoAnn Miner, Kathie Birkhaeuser,
Herb Vieira, Ed and Nancy Schenk
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WOMEN’'S EVENING
FELLOWSHIP

| will be having a pizza night

at their February 28th

meeting.

Along with the pizzawill be an

auction entitled, "Shove Un-

der." Bring an item that you o)
love but can’t use anymore. P
The meeting will begin at 6:30, -
Tuesday, February 28.

oo

PIECEMAKERS
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

The Piecemakers quilting group meetsin the Bliss
Room at 10 am on Monday mornings.

The current schedule is February 6, 13 and 27;
and March 12 and 26.

Areyou interested? All are welcometo join the
group!

There are 122
windows around the church
building.

Count the altar

window as 6

because it is made up of six
separate units.

TRANSITIONS

DEATH: DEC. 27, 2011
L ouise Hanson
Survived by her husband,
Rev. James Hanson, former
Associate Minister at
Wilbraham United Church

For those interested, Rev. Hanson s
address and phone number are
available in the office.

LET THE BLOGS BEGIN . . .

Interestingly, Wilbraham United Church has two
of our younger members abroad. Both are main-
taining blogs -- a frequently updated personal jour-
nal at a Web site, intended for public viewing.

Katie Stiefel, daughter of Connie
and Joseph Stiefel, isin India, doing [
asemester abroad study program  \
for her degree from Illinois
Wesleyan University. Sheis major-
ing in International Studieswith a
concentration in developing coun-
triesand aminor in health

and chose Indiafor her study area because it would
present more challenge than other choices.

To seewhat Katie is experiencing, go to this site:
http://Del hi Diamond.Blogspot.com

Also abroad are Jennifer
(Stephenson) Gawlik and her
husband, Matthew. Jennifer isthe
daughter of Andrea and Joseph
Stephenson, and she and Matthew
were married last September.

Both are musicians and are
spending a year in France.

To shareintheir web journal, go to this site:
http://jen-lavieenrose.bl ogspot.com/
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HEALING SERVICE MARCH 4th
: '\ Aspart of aLenten seriesinvolving various churches in the Northern Connecticut and Western
Mass. districts, United Methodist District Superintendent Rev. Heidi Chamberland will conduct a
Healing Service at Wilbraham United Church on Sunday, March 4th at 4 pm. All are welcome
to attend.
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' Please Save The Following Dates: i
i February 5, 2012: MSYF5:30 SHYF 7:00 s
February 11 and 12, 2012: MSYF RETREAT .
i * BECKETT OUTDOOR CENTER | !
i February 12, 2012: SHYF7:00 MOVIE NIGHT A ke !
) February 19, 2012: NO MEETINGSDUE TO Y@ﬂL thpchiwy i
i FEBRUARY SCHOOL VACATION !
i February 26, 2012: MSYF5:30 SHYF 7:00
i i
i Discussion and activity topics this month will include Personal Responsibility, .
i Trust, What isa Covenant? and Thinking vs. L eaping. !
' i
i A
: .
i i
i L
i R
i A
i ! ll# !"# !
i M eeting Someone New M eeting Someone New |
i A
° | Eight times one equals some fun, | wonder if people have masks. .
i The morethe merrier It can be exciting but stresses me out alot! :
' | wonder if they sharethefedings| have? .
i What wastheir name again? Oh, givethem a chance! !
. . | wonder if they Il likethe samethings| like?
i Could this person beanew friend? | m nervouswe won t have anything in common. !
i Blah! Blah! Blah! Why?! Maybe we won t agree on some things.
* | What is this per son talking about? Oh boy, I hopel remember their namein five !
i ' minutes! ]
* | Ahhh. Interesting. No. Nametagsarereally dumb. .
i A
i .
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